THE SUN  AND  THE SERPENT

which he had built, went with an army to remove
the relics from the old stupa at Ramagrama, the
Nagas refused to allow him to do so. And
Asoka, powerful as he was, did not persist,1

This stupa is said to have been afterwards
carried away by the river. The relics, however,
were rescued by the Naga people, who took them
to Majerika, on the Kistna river, where the Naga
raja, who ruled that country, built a very mag-
nificent stupa over them.*

In the Vishnu Purana it is said that nine
Nagas will reign in Padmavati, Kantipura, and
Mathara.0 It has been shown by Sir A. Cun-
ningham that these serpent chiefs, whose names
he gives from their coins, held most of the
country between the Jumna and the Narbada;
and that they ruled, as independent princes,
during the first two centuries of the Christian era,4

According to the inscription upon the Alla-
habad pillar, most of the Naga chiefs of any
importance, who remained in his time, seem to
have been overthrown by Samudra Gupta,

The Naga people disappear from history about
the time of the downfall of the Buddhist religion.
Probably the Brahmanic revival was fatal to both,
and the Nagas, like the Buddhists, were induced,
or compelled, to adopt orthodox Hinduism.

1 Burnouf, Intro, Hist. Budd, Ind., 332,

3 Anct. Geog. Ind., 334, 535. 3 Vishnu PurSna, IV. xxiv. 479.

* Ind. Arch. Reports, ii. 308.
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